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THE CHANGING AMERICAN VOTER 
(VOICED PIECE, INSERTS IN TAPE LIBRARY) 
DATELINE, NEW YORK .... PICTURES IN SOUND, WORDS AND MUSIC 
OF PEOPLE, PLACES AND EVENTS IN AMERICA'S METROPOLIS, WHERE 
TODAY VOA'S FRED COOPER REPORTS ON .... THE CHANGING AMERICAN 
VOTER, AS OBSERVED BY A STUDY PERFORMED BY THE NEW YORK- 
BASED INDEPENDENT RESEARCH FOUNDATION, THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 


FUND. 


AN ANALYSIS OF PUBLIC OPINION DATA AND ELECTION RESULTS FOR 
THE YEARS 1956 TO 1973 HAS LED THREE PROMINENT AMERICAN 
POLITICAL SCIENTISTS TO CONCLUDE THAT THE U-S VOTER IS MORE 
POLITICALLY AROUSED, BUT AT THE SAME TIME MORE DETACHED 

FROM POLITICAL PARTIES THAN AT ANY TIME IN THE PAST FORTY 
YEARS. THE STUDY -- ENTITLED "THE CHANGING AMERICAN VOTER" 
-- WAS CONDUCTED BY NORMAN NIE CPRON. NYE) OF THE UNIVERSITY 
OF CHICAGO, SIDNEY VERBA OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY, AND JOHN 


PETROCIK OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT LOS ANGELES. 


THE THREE SCHOLARS EMPHASIZE THAT, AS IN THE PAST, 
IDENTIFICATION WITH THE TWO MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES IS 
STILL A VERY IMPORTANT FACTOR IN HOW AMERICANS VOTE. BUT 
THEY SAY THAT MORE AND MORE VOTERS ARE IDENTIFYING WITH 
ISSUES RATHER THAN POLITICAL PARTIES. THEIR FIGURES SHOVW 
THAT INDEPENDENT VOTERS -- APPROXIMATELY THIRTY-EIGHT PER- 
CENT OF THE POPULATION -- REPRESENT THE LARGEST POLITICAL 
GROUPING IN AMERICAN SOCIETY. THAT STATISTIC IS A BIT 


LARGER THAN THE PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION THAT CONSIDERS 
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VOICE: ITSELF DEMOCRATIC AND ABOUT TVIICE AS LARGE AS THE PROPORTION 
CCONT 'D) 
THAT CONSIDERS ITSELF REPUBLICAN. THIS REPRESENTS A DRAMATIC 
SHIFT FROM 1956, WHEN ONLY TWENTY-FOUR PERCENT OF THE 


POPULATION WAS LISTED AS INDEPEDENT. 


THE AUTHORS CITE TWO MAJOR REASONS WHY THE ELECTORATE HAS 
SHIFTED TOWARDS WHAT ARE CALLED “ISSUE POLITICS" AND AWAY 
FROM THE POLITICAL PARTIES. THE FIRST, EXPLAINS NORMAN NIE, 


INVOLVES NEW VOTERS IN THE ELECTORATE: 


TAPE: CUT _ ONE -- NIE 
"WE ARE NOT TRYING TO SAY THAT HUGE NUMBERS OF AMERICANS 
ABANDONED THEIR PARTISAN IDENTIFICATION OR SWITCHED POLITICA: 
PARTIES, BUT THAT \iHAT REALLY HAPPENED IN THE LATE 1960'S 
AND CONTINUES TO HAPPEN, IS THAT LARGE NUMBERS OF AMERICANS 
NO LONGER COME INTO THE ELECTORATE WITH THE PARTISAN 
IDENTIFICATION OF THEIR PARENTS, WHICH IS THE TYPICAL CASE 
DURING STABLE CPOLITICAL) PARTY PERIODS; AND THAT AMONG 
YOUNG VOTERS -- THOSE UNDER THIRTY-FIVE -- A MAJORITY OF 
THEM, OR A NEAR-MAJORITY OF THEM NOW, HAVE NO STANDING 
PARTISAN ALLEGIANCE TO ONE POLITICAL PARTY OR ANOTHER." 

VOICE: THE THREE POLITICAL SCIENTISTS SAY THIS IS BECAUSE THE 
ISSUES THAT LED THE NEW VOTERS' PARENTS TO IDENTIFY WITH 
THE DEMOCRATIC OR REPUBLICAN PARTIES WERE NO LONGER AS 
RELEVANT IN THE PERIOD BEGINNING WITH THE LATE FIFTIES. 
SO THE NEW VOTERS WERE LESS COMMITTED TO THE TWO MAJOR 
PARTIES THAN THEIR PARENTS HAD BEEN. THEY ADD THAT THE 
SECOND REASON FOR A CHANGE IN THE ELECTORATE WAS THE 
EMERGENCE OF NEW ISSUES, LIKE VIETNAM, THE URBAN CRISIS, 
RACE RELATIONS --~ ISSUES THAT OFTEN DIVIDED THE NATION, 


BUT NOT NECESSARILY ALONG PARTY LINES. AGAIN, NORMAN NIE: 
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TAPE: CUT TWO -- NIE 
"AT THE SANE TINE, MANY IN THE POPULATION -- OLD AND YOUNG -- 
ARE TAKING MORE TiHTENSE AND MORE ORGANIZED STANDS ON THE 
ISSUES. AND THEIR POSITIONS ON THE ISSUES ARE VERY OFTEN 
UNRELATED TO THEIR PARTY AFFILIATION. THIS PRODUCES BOTH A 
VERY VOLATIVE AND POTENTIALLY NEW ELECTORATE." 

VOICE: AS A RESULT, SAY PROFESSORS NIE, VERBA AND PETROCIK, THE 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY, WHICH ONCE CONTAINED A LARGE MIDDLE~GROUND 
MEMBERSHIP, HAS BECOME MORE POLARIZED AND HAS LOST MUCH OF 
ITS MODERATE CENTER. THEY BELIEVE THAT THE REPUBLICAN PARTY, 


ON THE OTHER HAND, HAS BECOME SHALLER AND MORE HOMOGENEOUS. 


THE STUDY REPORTS THAT STilCE THE END OF THE EISENHOWER ERA, 
VOTERS HAVE TENDED TO BASE THEIR CHOICE OF CANDIDATES FOR 
PUBLIC OFFICE ON PARTICULAR ISSUES RATHER THAN ON PARTY 


IDENTIFICATION. 


THE AUTHORS CLAIM THE CANDIDATE MOST LIKELY TO WIN NATIONAL 
ELECTIONS IS THE MIDDLE-OF-THE ROAD MEMBER OF EITHER PARTY 
WHO CAN ATTRACT SUPPORT FRO! MIDDLE-GROUND INDEPENDENTS. 
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PROFESSOR NIE CITED THE NOMINATION OF JIMMY CARTER BY THE 
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DEMOCRATIC PARTY AS AN INDICATION OF THIS NEW TREND IN 


POLITICAL THINKING. 
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TAPE: CUT THREE ~- NIE 





"THAT CARTER HAS CONE UP FROM AN UNKNOWN SOUTHERN GOVERNOR, 
WHO HAS RUN A NON-PARTISAN PRIMARY, WHO HAS ATTEMPTED TO 
APPEAL NOT TO PARTISAN LOYALTIES BUT TO A BROAD ISSUE-RANGE 
| AND TO A CERTAIN TYPE OF MORALITY IN GOVERNMENT, AND A SENSE 

OF DEEP CONCERN ABOUT THE GENERAL QUALITY OF LEADERSHIP 
AND INSTITUTIONS IN WASHINGTON, THIS HAS BEEN A RATHER 
MIRACULOUS RISE WHICH WE ARGUE COULD NOT HAVE TAKEN PLACE 
WITHIN A STRONG PARTY SYSTEM OF THE TYPE IN THE FIFTIES." 
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THE THREE POLITICAL SCIENTISTS DO NOT PREDICT THE CURRENT 
TREND WILL LEAD TO AN END OF THE DENOCRATIC AND REPUBLICAN 
PARTIES IN THE UNITED STATES. BUT THEIR FINDINGS, WHICH 
MAY INDICATE A LOSS OF STABILITY IN THE PARTY SYSTEM, THE 
RISE OF A MORE VOLATILE ELECTORATE, AND A LESS PREDICTABLE 
ELECTORAL PROCESS, COULD GIVE POLITICAL PARTY PLANNERS SOME 


CAUSE FOR CONCERN, 


THE CHANGING AMERICAN VOTER ... VIEWS FROM THREE POLITICAL 





SCIENTISTS. YOU'VE BEEN LISTENING TO DATELINE... PICTURES 
IN SOUND, WORDS AND MUSIC OF PEOPLE, PLACES AND EVENTS IN 
THE UNITED STATES. JOIN US NEXT ---- FOR ANOTHER PROGRAM 
IN THIS SERIES. 
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